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fancied superiority, have sileered at 
this institution amongst niercliauts 
and the followers of commerce, a- 
moogst those who, they say, ought 
only to calculate gain or loss, and 
whose minds they would nail 
down to the desk. But these men 
in the little pride of a college edu- 
cation, or in the mean eirvy of an 
honourable exertion they cannot 
make, forget the true character of 
tk merchant, forget that the basis 
on which it is formed is even more 
extended than any of those termed 
the learned prfesstons. That it re- 
quires as much as they do, ease 
of manners, independence of mind, 
ardor, perseverance, industry, re- 
search; that it excel» them all in 
the universality of its speculations, 
in its tendency to dissipate preju- 
dicesandto remove the petty distinc- 



tions of society, arising from pride 
and vanity. They forget that mer- 
chants are men, and that in conse- 
quence they ought to seek to im- 
prove themselves, not only in what 
contributes to forward them in their 
profession, but in those studies 
which can soothe the passions, 
which can ameliorate the heart, rts- 
cite energy, confer knowledge, «nd 
lead to virtue by the path of duty. 
That such may be the conduct of 
the members of the Belfast His- 
toric Society is my most ardent 
wish. 

Gentlemen, I thank you for your 
patient attention, and give me leave 
to say, I shall ever bear in gratefiil 
remembrance, the honour so kindly 
conferred on me of opening the 
present session. 
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MtMOitS or JOHN JEBB, M.JO. F.S.S. 

"tii'erel, in the education pf a youth 
in wbote happiii«» I felt the wa/meU io- 
ttmti to ««l«ct model! of ncelience 
Worthy of his ttualy and contemplation, 
I know not of any character, ancient or 
modem, to which I should sooner direct 
hi> attention, than that of John Jebb. 
That mo»t excellent person, in whom we 
tiehold the happy union of hamtlity and 
dignhy, itnodetty and wiidom, genuine 
piety and genuine patristiMO, blosed witk, 
s tnind ^imbued with science, a aoul truly 
elevated, an intellect of the superior or- 
der, and under circumstances however 
discouraging, ever having a courageoua 
confidence is the ultimate triumph of 
trBth } fO gifted, no interests, no pasnone, 
liaci ever power to cloud hii judgment.'* 
Mtjtr Cartwrigit't LtlUru 

JOHN JEBB, was the son of the 
Jlev. Br. John Jebb, Dean of 
Caahel. He was born in the 
Sreiir 1736; be received bis ear- 



ly school education at different 
schools in England and jn Irdand, 
and was admitted a pei^ioner in 
the University of Dublin m 1753 
under the tuition of Dr. LtJancL 
In the succeeding year Mr. J^b 
obtained several academic prizes. 

In the summer vacation he again 
crossed the chimnel, and came into 
Englaract, and was once more des- 
tined to change the place of hi» 
education. In ordinary cases, sudi 
frequent removal is unfavourable 
to real improvement ; and being 
liable to unsettle the attention, to 
derange the acquirements alrrady 
made, and to increase the difficuK 
ties and discouragements in attain- 
ing the elementary parts of lai*. 
guage and science,^ is sometimes fatal 
to ft young mind. Very fortunate- 
ly for Mr. Jebb, it seems to have 
been thaosi indifferent to his liter- 
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ary progress, in how many places 
he received the lessons of instruc- 
tion. In November he was admit- 
ted into Peter-house College, Cam- 
bridge, shortly after which Doctor 
Law, since Bishop of Carlisle, be- 
came master of that college, who 
seems to have been frequently con- 
sulted by hira, and much confided 
in at a subsequent period. 

Early in 1756, Mr. Jebb was 
seized with a violent fever at Cam- 
bridge, which obliged him after- 
wards to go to Bath, for the better 
re-establiihment of his health. As 
soon as he recovered his strength, 
he returned again to the university. 
Sometime in the month of May, 
he kept his first act in the sophs' 
school, aid passed the summer va- 
cation in college, when he applied 
hitnself to close and diligent study, 
in order to recover the time he had 
lost, by the interruption of sick* 
ness, and to prepare himself for the 
public exercises of the following 
winter, previously to taking his de- 
gree. 

In 1757, he had the honour to be 
admitted to the degree of Bachel- 
or of Arts as second Wrangler, that 
celebrated mathematician Dr. Ww- 
ing having obt^ned the first place. 
Having taken his degree, he devoted 
much of his time to private tuition. 
His unwearied diligence, in con- 
ducting the Btu4iies of six or eight 
young persons, sA separate parts of 
the Say, besides the pursuit of his 
own improvement, are proofs of an 
attention and labour, not only un- 
usual at his early i^, but 'ii<6quent- 
ly more than equu to tlie ciMnstitu- 
tion and abilities of the most able 
and assiduous at any period of life. 

But, notwithstanding the hinder- 
ance arising from this course of 
tutorage, he tbuiBei in 1758, the 
second prize of fifteen guineas, an- 
nually given, by the members of the 



university, to the authors of the 
best compositions in latin prose, 
being middle or aenior bachelori of 
arts. 

Ill 1761 be became fellow of Pi;> 
ter-house, and the next year he was 
elected in conjunction with Mr. 
WaUiin, afterwartis Bishop of Land* 
at}', to one of ibe raudt irnpoitant offi- 
ces ii) the academic studies at Cam- 
bridge, that of rouderaior in the 
supbs' school. He was ordained 
deacon and subsequently admitted 
into priest's oiders. 

The character which Mr. Jebb 
hai now es'abli«hed in the univer- 
sity gave him a great influence, 
which he uas incaphble of using 
corru|>tly. At this time the higli- 
stewardi^hij) became vacant, and the 
two caiiiiiJates were LAird Hard* 
wick and Liird Sandwich. The 
former wat supported by the Whig 
interest, while the uther^ then Secre* 
tary of Slate, wielded the whole 
poLV(<r of the court. In this contest 
Mr. Jebb look the most zealous and 
decitie.l interest, ootwithstainling 
the most puinied solicitations on the 
one hand, ami the must trying roen« 
acesun the other; mehdced which 
after several years of interval were 
fulfilled, when the whole power 
of the court headed by Lords North, 
Hillsborough, S'tndwich, &c. appear* 
ed m array against his being elected 
to succeed l)r Petit, one of the pby* 
siciaos uf St. Bartholomew's hoiipita]. 
It must be acknowledged however, 
that in the interim, his political sins 
had exremely multiplied in their es- 
tiiuattun, by his continued efturts to 
procure shuit (>arliaments,and a more 
equal representation of the people. 

Mr. Jebb after be had taken or* 
ders was collated to a small livin<^ in 
Bedfordshire, by the iheii Bishop of 
Ely, and be was afterwards elected 
to the rectory of Ovingiou by the 
uutirersity. 
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About this time he married Anne*, 
the eldest daughter of the Rev, 
James Torkington and the lady Do- 
rothea Sherrard, daughter of the 
Earl of Harborough. 

Early in the year 1765, Mr. Jebb, 
together wiih the Rev. Robert 
Tlw»rpe, fellow of Peterhouse, the 
Rev. George Wollaston, fellow of 
Sidney college, published in a limall 
quarto, a comment on those parts of 
Sir Isaac iN'ewton's " Principia," 
which more immediately relate to 
the system of the world. The title 
of the joint work of these able and 
judicious philosophers, was " Ex- 
cerpta qusedam e Newtoni principiis 
philesophiz naturalis, cum noirs va> 
rioriura." But as it was the produce 
of the united judgment and labours 
of three friends, without any possi- 
bility of discriminating their res- 
pective shares, it must remain the 
undivided and honourable property 
of thetn all. The university of 
Cambridge, continues to bear testi- 
mony to the utility and excellence 
of this work, by the general use of 
it, in the course of acaUtinical edu- 
cation. 

It will no( he thought foreign to 
oor purpose, to introduce here 
30 observation of a friend, who 
considers it as an happy cir- 
cnnistanre to have been the pupil of 
Mr. Jebb, while at the university 
of Cambridge; and who is grateful, 
in the acknowledgment of his tu- 
tor's excellence, by. more substan- 
tial and unequivocal proof, than the 
cold confe. sion of the relation in 
which they once stood to each o- 
tber. " When I had the pleasure of 
seeing you the last time," writes he, 
" I mentioned to you, that Dr. Jebb, 
in his mathematical lectures, used, 
in concluding Newton's ' Principia,' 
to insist on the Newtonian system, 

• For 3 biographical alcetch of this ex- 
cellent lady, see the Belfast Magazine, 
Tolune X. page 35. 



as the strongest, and, indeed, only 
rational demonstration of the exist- 
ence of a Dieiy. In his opinioi* we 
were not to form our ideas of a God, 
from abstruse, metaphysical reason- 
ing, but from the consideration of 
his works. Thus, he would endeav- 
our to form an idea of the strength 
of the Deity, by calculating the 
force with which "the planet Saturn 
rnu.-t be projected to have its great- 
est velocity ; or of his wisdont and 
consummate contrivance as an artist, 
by selecting the only law by which 
the force of gravity could vary so 
as to ensure the orbit to return into 
itself. On this account, he always 
expressed particular admiration of 
the last chapter in Maclaurin's 
' View of Newton's philosophy,' 
and often lamented that he had not 
lived to finish it, as it contained, in 
his idea, by much the best denxin- 
stration of the existence and attri- 
bue of the Diety. 

" Another opinion of Dr. Jebb's, 
which struck me as a most manly 
and noble instance of his reliance 
on the force of truth, was his wish 
to see every doctrine whatever fair- 
ly discussed on both sides. He con- 
sidered a man who published a se- 
rious argumfint against the Christian 
religion, or against the existence of 
a Deity, as by no means criminal, 
if his real sentiments accorded with 
his publication. He considered, that 
such publications, or, indeed, any 
other which contained serious argu- 
ment, and not, mere ridicule, mi^ht, 
if founded iiierror, be coii'uted by the 
same^itjhanntl through which they 
were |»^pagated. But those publica- 
tionb- which either endeavour to throw 
ridicule on serious suhjecis, or to su- 
duce, by inflaming tht; passions, be 
utterly abhorred and detested " 

After the pablicatinii of the " Ex- 
cerpta," Mr. Jebb removed to Pot- 
ton', in Bedfordshire, and settled in 
hired lodgings there, with a view 
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of being near to Gamlingay; which 
vii^aras^e, however, he resigned the 
IDth of August, 1765, having held 
it unt quite twelve months. But he 
continued at Potton from April to 
November ; d'lring which time, be- 
sides a great variety of other em« 
ployniPnts, " he read through the 
pt-'iitateuch in Hebrew, harmonized 
the gospels, read about five hundred 
verses in the Koran, and sortie other 
things in Arabic, and studied geo- 
graphy." In the latter end of De. 
cemher, he returned to Cambridge, 
and resided in a bouse in St. An. 
drew's parish. In the following 
spring, March 28, 1766, he entered 
on the curacy of St. Andrew's 
church. 

On Mr. Jebb's re-settlement in 
Cambridge, he again resumed the 
office and labour of private tutor, 
and had seven pupils attending him 
every day ; adding to the accus- 
tomed labours of this employment, 
lectures in Butler's Analogy, on 
Sunday evenings. He also ri ad 
lectures at Trinity-hall, in Tully's 
offices, during the two first terras of 
this year ; and applied himself to 
the study of French and Italian, 
under the instruction of a friend. 

October 10, 1766, Mr. Jebb and 
Mr. Watson, were again elected 
moderators, and at the annual elec- 
tion, in ihi' fdlowing year, Mr. 
Jebb, was re-elected, and for the last 
time, on the 10th of October, 1768. 
In the year 1767, Mr. Jebb con- 
tinue<t to lake private pupils; to 
whom he also read lectures in the 
<ireek Testament, on Sunday even- 
ings; he likewise attended to his 
sliare in the conduct of the dispu- 
tations in the schools, and to the 
care of the parish church of St. An- 
drew. 

iMr. Chappelow, professor of Ara- 
bic, died on the 14th of January, 
176S. Upon his decease, Mr. Jebb 
otlered himself a candidate for the 



professorship. He had previously 
qualified hiinself in the Arabic laa« 
guage, by much application and 
study. The competitors for this of- 
fice were few, and the general voice 
of the university decided in favour of 
Mr. Jebb, There arose, however, 
a candidate, whose success, super- 
seded Mr. Jebb's well-founded pre- 
tensions; and that candidate was 
his near relation, and, I believe at 
that time, his friend. The person 
here meant was Dr. Sainutl Halli- 
fax, who was then the representa- 
tive, or deputy, of Dr. Ridlingtun, 
professor of civil law, to whose 
chair he was considered by himself 
as heir apparent, and to which he 
actually succeeded in aoout tviro 
years afterwards. When the univer- 
sity were disposed to be friendly to 
Mr. Jebb, it is to be laujented that 
he found an adversary, who, from 
academical connexions, had the 
greater interest among the heads 
of houses, with whom lay the elec- 
tion. It is also to be regretted, that 
the same gentleman, who was so well 
a.ssured of succeeding soon to the 
chair of civil law, the immediate 
line in which he was engaged, 
should impatiently seize the pass- 
ing offer of the Arabic professor- 
ship, to the prejudice of another, 
who would so honourably have fill- 
ed it. 

Learning may more frequently 
fail of its pecuniary rewantj, even 
hi those seminaries appropriated for 
the cultivation of it, than of the sa- 
tisfaction it yields its owners in th« 
prosecution of (heir stuiiies. Mr. 
Jebb considered the advantages of 
the knowledge of the oriental lan- 
guai;esas fully equivalent to the la- 
boor of aiiaii)ii)g them. ]ii his theo- 
logical pursuits, he was ever desir- 
ous of drinking from the fountain- 
head ; and he used Irequeiitly to ex- 
press the high pleasure and satisfac- 
tion he derived from his acquaint- 
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ance with the langoaE^is of the 
scriptures: and from the correspond- 
ent »nd collateral language*, Mhich 
so frequenttjr throw light upon, and 
illustrate those of the sacred text.* 

On the 21st of November, 1768, 
be entered on his course of lectures 
on the Greek Testament; concern- 
ing which, the " Short account" he 
afterwards published, will affurd the 
best &a\isl'actioii. 

Dr. Hincblifie. master of Trii>ity 
college, and vice-chniicellor of Cam- 
bridge, drew the university into the 
tedder of no less acceptable an oiier> 
tng to the minister, than a reprobation 
of llie principles ot the popular parly 
of that day. An address to the king 
1*38 offered to the seuate on the l7tE 
of March, 1769> and carried. Mr. 
Jebb put in his non-placet in the 
regent-hoilse; am), upon a division, 
only the late Mr. Tyson pf Benet 
fCoIlege voied with him. The servil- 
ity of several addresses on this oc« 
casion, can only be equalled 
by that from the university of 
Cambridge; but without enter- 
ing into the political grievances of 
that day, in justification of Mr. 
Jebb's negative voice, it will merely 
be necessary to refer the reader lo 
the remembrance of those proceed- 
ings of the ministry in respect to 
the rii;hts of election, which even 
the fldiiseof Coiiinioiii* it!>elf afii-'rv 
ivards expunged from their jouf- 
tials. 

These digressions did not inter- 
rupt Mr. Jebb's lectures on the 
New Tcslanient, bis private philoso- 
p'hiral lectures, or bis own general 
studies* 

The patronage of Mr. J«bb, 

* Id a private manuscript note, dated 
Mibsequent le bit stcood canvass for the 
AMbic professorship, the foQowiog rcsolu- 
tiOB was written. " Resolved to study tbe 
Koran in tbe origiojd, with a view of ex- 
traction from tbcDcc evidences and ez- 
plaiations of the gospeL" 



wbicb, in every view, would have 
done honour to the reputation of the 
university of Cambridge, was reserv- 
ed for a private gentleman, except 
his election iiiio the small living of 
Ovingtoii, before-mentioned. On 
July 10, 1769. he was instituted to 
the vicarage of Fiixtoti, near Ban- 
gy, in iSuilulk, oo the presentation 
of William Adair, esq. And, on tbe 
4th of April, 1 770, he was inatituled to 
the united rectories of Homersfield 
and 8t. Cross, parishes contiguous 
to Flixton, upon the same presenta- 
tion. He was also in the summer of 
the same year, nominated chaplain 
to Kobert Eatl of Harborough. Jo 
consequence of tite accession of 
these prefern)eots, though not con> 
siderable in themselves, he resigned, 
sometime in the month ot October, 
177 1, the rectory of Ovington, which 
be had received. from tbe uoiversity, 

The summer of 1770, he again 
spent at Bungay, and was chiefly 
employed in perfecting bis harmony 
of tbe gospeLs, and in superintend* 
log a bouse of industry, then late- 
ly established in bis neighbourhood 
iu Suffolk. 

Dr. Hallifax succeeding to the 
professorship of civil law, in tbe 
month of October, 1770, upon the 
death of Dr. Ridlington, Mr. Jebb 
once more Kolicited that of Arabic, 
which Dr« Hallifax then vacated : 
but as be hcid, in bis theological 
lectures, greatly oB'ended the majors 
ity ot the electors, be was again 
disappointed. When he was oppos- 
ed by Dr. Halliiax, the electors 
were well inclined to do justice to 
his learning ; on his second can- 
vass for the same office, the spirit of 
inquiry which be bad raised among 
the younger students, was imputed 
to him as a crime deserving tbe re- 
sentment of their seniors. 

The enemies of Mr. Jebb, notsH- 
tisfied with defeating his hon- 
otitable prospecu, bad recourse tv 
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muTepreseotation; the wicked, aU 
thoagh familiar, weapon of intern- 
perate and ambhiovs zeal. Wound- 
ed and aggrieved, as be conceived, 
in his reputation; and, unjustly cot 
offirom receiving tlie less disniter- 
ested, bat not dishonourable, advan- 
tages of bis labonrs, by an open and 
absolute prohibition of attendance 
upon his lectures, extending to all 
persons " in statu popillari ;" he de- 
termined to submit his vindication 
and plan to the free and impar- 
tial voice of an uoprejudiced public. 
Influenced by these motives he 
published, in the winter of 1770, 
bis " Short account of theological 
lectures," which was well received 
and much esteemed. Subsequent in- 
cidents, occasioned a second edition, 
in March 1772, " corrected and 
much enlarged." 

On the 21st of March, 1771, Mr. 
Jebb kept his act in the divinity 
school, under Dr. Rutherfortb, then 
regius professor of divinity. His 
qnestion on this occasion, had been 
belbre maintained in the same place 
by Or. Law, bishop of Carlisle. 
The question, as it was proposed for 

disputation, was as follows '' Status 

animarum in intervallo mortis atijue 
resurreciionis agentium quicquam, 
sive sentientium ex sacris literiscol- 
ligi acquit." The disputation was 
conducted with ability and polite- 
ness on both sides, and continued for 
a longer time than is generally em- 
ployed in these exercises. These- 
coad question, which is always pro- 
posed by the professor, was, " Epis- 
tola ad Hebrscos a Paulo scripta 
est i" 

Early in the year 1771, the de- 
sign was formed of appU ing to Par- 
'iameut for relief in the matter of 
subscription to the liturgy and thir- 
ty-nine articles of the church of 
England. Mr. Jebb » as acquainted 
with and assisted in it by bis cuun- 
•eJi, from » very early period. He 



came to London upoii this errand, 
in the month of April ; and on July 
the 17th, he attended the first gene> 
ral meeting at the Feathers-tavern, 
in consequence of a public adver- 
tisement for that purpose ; at which 
time he was appointed one of the 
" committee, to prepare a petition 
to Parliament toobtain redress in the 
matter of subscription to the liturgy 
and thirty-ninearticles of the church 
of England." 

At a nieetinj^ of that committee, 
on the 20th of September following, 
a draft of a petition was laid before 
them, and after some revision, ap- 
proved. And the petition so agreed 
on, was afterwards adopted, at the 
second general meeting, on the 25th 
of the snine month. 

In the interval between such se- 
cond general meeting atid the fol- 
lowing one, fised for December the 
11th, or, more accurately, very 
sooii after the 25th of September, it 
was judged ex|icdient tocirculate an 
CNplicit account of the plan and de- 
sign of the association : and though 
such paper was not formally avowed, 
by vote, either of the committee, or 
general meeting, it was unanimous- 
ly approved by the committee, and 
printed at their joint expense. It 
has generally been denominated 
«■ the circular letter ;" and ttiis letter 
was the production of Mr. Jebb, 
subject indeed to some few correc- 
tions, which the several members of 
the comiiiittee !>uggested. 

From the month of June to Oc- 
tober 26, 1771, Mr Jebb chiefly re- 
sided at liungay ; and was engaged 
in the ministerial duties of bis pa- 
rishes in the neighbourhood, and in 
vindicating the cause of the petition- 
ing clergy in the public papers. 
During this time also, he got by 
heart the epistles to the Ephesi^c 
and Colossians. 

As Mr. Jebb bad been appointed 
at the meeting in September, of the 
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committee to " to consider of proper 
steps to circulate the petition then 
approv«d ;" so that on Dt-ceniber 
11. lie. together with his former 
associates, and several otbem, were 
appointed a comiuitlee, " for the 
purpose of considering the proper 
ways and means of introducing the 
petii ion iu;o the House of Comn>on»." 
The attention of the university 
was much occupied, at this time, in 
the discussion of the right of Protes- 
tant churches to require subscription 
to systematical confessions of faith 
and doctrine. Doctor Samuel Hal- 
lifax, then bishop of Gloucester, ap- 
peared among the most prompt and 
ready of ttiose champions, who, 
having denied the right of the church 
of Rome, claimed it, as belonging 
to lite church of England : he also 
professed to defend the specitic doc- 
trioes vihich are contained in the 
formularies of the established church. 
It might setm invidious to say more 
of his labours on this occasion; but 
it certainly nould not have lessened 
the estimation, either of his judg- 
ment or his zeal, in the opinion of 
bis auditors, had he spared that in> 
undation of personal abuse of Mr. 
Jebb, which would have disgraced 
a much superior composition, and, 
assuredly, added no beauty tu bis 
own. The sermons, in the subse 
tjuent corrected sta'e, in «hich they 
are given to the public, are now on- 
ly memorable for the singular ftftil- 
ity of their argument ; and would 
have been forgotten, but for the 
maiii riy, though severe, letter they 
occasioned tu be aildressed to the 
author. This Utter was generally 
•scribed to the KeV. isamuel Black* 
all, then Itllowuf Hmmanuelcollege. 
In January 1772, the tetteis 
which Air. .lebb had written in the 
course of the winter, in the White- 
all Evening Post, under the signa- 
ture of " Paulinus," were collected, 
revutrd, and re-pubtisbed together. 



in a pamphlet, at the instance of 
some particular friends. They were 
much read and circulated ; and were 
generally understood to render es- 
sential service to the cause of the 
peiitiuning clergy previously to the 
introduction of their petition into 
the House of Commons. Notwith- 
standing which, it is apprehended, 
that the author's sentiments con- 
cerning the reformation of the estab- 
lished church, underwent some fur- 
ther considerable changes in the 
subsequent part of his life. 

Thus much is observed, only to 
shew the personal concern and share 
JMr. Jebb took in the whole of that 
business, without any intention of 
entering into a detail of the proceed- 
ings of the association. 

How zealous he was in this cause, 
and bow consistent his ideas were, 
may be seen by an extract from a 
letter to a friend, who had propoaed 
as a middle way, that the aposites 
creed should he substituted tor the 
thirty nine articles; an answer at 
once a proof of his attachment to the 
gospel, of his morality, andol bis can- 
dour. 

" Whenlseethelitlle efltictwhich 
the bes* principles and modes of 
faith have upon the practice, 1 am 
sometimes, in a desponding hour, in- 
clined to think, that a successful 
contest for the prevalence ol any 
one set of opinions, is scarcely wor- 
thy of the pains and trouble, that 
are often taken about them. And. 
that it would be better for each, tu 
act his part, in the little sphere of 
domestic duties, which heaven hath 
as.sigued him, than to perplex him- 
self and others with uneUilying dis- 
putes. But, On the contrary, wbtn 
I think that me are imperfect judges 
of the operation of pimciple.i, and 
that the almighty hath thought pro- 
per, in reality, so far to interiere in 
the cause of truth, as to give a re- 
velation to mankind; it certaiuly 
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tnuat be his will that we preserve 
this sacred deposite, pure and un- 
tainted, from those human mixtures 
and corruptions, which have obscur- 
ed the knowledge of God's law, in 
every other nation under heaven. 
If the word of Go.J be not bound by 
explanatory articles of faith and 
doctrine J if no emoluments are an- 
nexed to particular confessions ; no 
terrors appended to opinions, that 
word will prevail and operate io the 
manner, which, from the circuai- 
staiices of the revelation, we may 
collect, would be must agreeable to 
the intentions of the Almighty. It 
would operate by its native charms, 
approving themselves to lb« con- 
sciences of each, and diftuse itself 
by a manifestation of its etiects ou 
the life and conversation of the true 
believer. Ail helps and assistances 
should be discarded, which may have 
an equivocal effect. In this view of 
the gospel, human policy should e- 
ver be disclaimed. The utmost of 
man's interference should be, an 
earnest and constant endeavour, to 
prevent the narrow schemes, and in' 
terested projects of this world, from 
deforming it-i native purity, and ab- 
solute perfection. Under this idea 
of things, I view our late applica- 
tion, not ill the light of a petition for 
relief to a few individuals, who cannot 
brinj; the articles of our church to 
•cjuare with their own private inter- 
pretation of scripture, but, as an at- 
temptto restoreihe genuine splendor 
of the- go-pel, by vindicating the 
right of every individual in these 
kingdoms, to interpret scripture for 
himself. Which can never be ex- 
ercised, while there is any tempta- 
tion held foiih, by the powers of this 
World, to dissemble or prevaricate 
in a single instance. For this reason, 
the apostles' creed is as exceptiona- 
ble, as ouc present subscription ; 
nor would I consent t9 the fabrica- 
tion of any systematical coaftissioD, 
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although I myself was intrusted with 
the execution. The naked gospel 
subscribed as the word of God, is 
the only subscription I can possibly 
petition to have substituted in the 
place of the present. The parlica- 
Jar formulary in which this declara- 
tion is made, is jnatter of little mo- 
ment, provided the formulary be 
clear aud express. 

«' With respect to our willingness, 
to acknowledge the lawful author- 
itv of bishops, and to assent to the 
use of the liturgy ; those matters are 
pretty well taken care of by the 
oaths of canonical obedience, and 
the act of uniformity. They are 
questions, totally distinct from that 
we are engaged in; and, as our ad- 
versaries know full well, that we 
have no objections to either of these 
matters, they will never be molli- 
fied by any declarations we can 
make. But it is advisable you will 
say, to gaitt tli« good opinion of 
moderate men< We have not, as 
yet oSended any moderate- men. 
And those half-friends, who, atpre- 
sent, keep aloof, have other reasons 
for their conduct, which no decla- 
rations uf our innocence can sub- 
due. It is urged, by many, as a rea- 
son fur not meddling in our atiiiir, 
that, were the present articles set 
aside, as we desire, we should next 
labour to establish socinian articles 
in their room. In Short, there is no 
end to answering objections or of 
softening the opposition. Let ua 
keep our grand poiiit, via. the sut> 
ficiency of the scriptures steadily 
in view. It is a reasonable and iii' 
telligibie kind of union, which can- 
not easily be broken. Afid while 
we adheie to il.a dilference of opin- 
ion may indeed arise as to the time, 
and mode of our operations, but, we 
shall ever be a respectable and con- 
sistent body of men, who will, a( 
last, appear to have hit upon tb« 
shortest and mo«t practicable, as 
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well as most justifiable method, of 
closing, for ever, all prejudicial dis> 
seniions in matters of taith, 

«' You see the state of my mind 
upon this subject : you see I am 
thoroughly resolved never to give 
my consent to any measure, which, 
in the most distant manner, implies 
a departure from our original ground. 
But, at the same time, with r«> 
spect to the mode of carrying 
on our attacks against this usurp- 
ed power of dogmatising in the 
cburcfa of Christ, whether by the 
old petition, by a new one, or by 
bill) as having no settled opinion of 
my own, or unable to advise, 1 shall, 
with pleasure, fall in with the opin- 
ion of the majority of our friends." 
The summer of the year 1772, Mr. 
Jebb passed at Bunj-ay ; where be 
prepared lectures on St. Paul's epist- 
les, and wrote much fur the public 
paperc. On Sunday, the 27!h 
of December 1772, he preached 
before the university ; and as the 
occasion demanded, considered the 
question cuDcerning subscription, 
in as full extent as the time and 
place would admit. The very next 
day, Monday the 28ih of Decern- 
ber, he again preached before the 
came audience ; a sermon on the 
spirit of beoevoleoce, which be 
soon after published ; inscribing it 
to " the ingenuous youths who bad 
honoured with their attendance, his 
theological lectures." 

This sermon was re-printed, in 
the year 1780, and again in 1782; 
^nd the circulation of it widely ex- 
tended, in the midst of the agita- 
tion of great political questions. To 
these editions, were prefixed the fol- 
lowing advertisement by the editor : 
" At a time, when dii^putes run 
BO high, as to endanger that affec- 
tion We owe to each other, as chil- 
dren of one common parent, who i* 



the author of all good, it bath fre 
quently been suggested by mauy 
who wish to promote that universal 
benevolence, recommended in the 
following sermon, that re-printing it 
at this time, might tend to moder- 
ate our resentments, and induce us 
even in the midst of contending par. 
ties to remember that we are bre< 
tbren. 

"With a view of curbing the vio- 
lence of passion, without impairing 
the vigour of our virtuous eiibrt.« for 
that which we think right, leave 
hath been obtained of the author to 
re-publish this discourse : and it is 
now humbly inscribed to the people 
of England, Ireland and America, 
by their sincere friend and humble 
servant, the editor." 

During the months of February, 
March, and April, 1773, Mr. Jebb 
was particularly employed in atten- 
dance on the business of the clergy 
associated fur obtaining relief in the 
matter of subscription ; and, on the 
questions relating to the establishing 
annual examinations at Cambridge. 

Impressed with a conviction of 
the benefits resulting from public 
examinations uf the students, during 
his short residence in Dublin college, 
he laboured with the utmost and most 
persevering assiduity toe^tabJish the 
same at Cambridge. The history 
of bis labours and efforts for this 
purpose, would, of itself, form no 
inconsiderable work, if given in de- 
tail, and would be most worthy of 
being preserved. He has in part 
performed this task in bis " Re- 
marks" on the subject ; bat the dis- 
pute continued some lime after the 
publication of the last edition of 
that iraci, and consequently the ac- 
count falls short of the final issue 
of this important business. 

(Tt U umlmtUj 



